
EXPANDING YOUR CREATIVITY 

If you had to provide a working definition of creativity, how would you define it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence of God’s creativity 

 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.  And God said let there be…Gen 1:1-3(a). 

 The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being.  Gen 2:7. 

 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of 
the air.  Gen 2:19(a). 

 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought 

her to the man.  Gen 2:22 

 

 

What do we have in common with God’s creativity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is different? 
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Different views of creativity 

1. The use of the imagination or original ideas, esp. in the production of an artistic work. 

 

Definitions from Leslie Owen Wilson 1997, 2004. 

2. You cannot use up creativity. The more you use the 
more you have. Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

 

 
3. Creativity is marked by the ability or power to create, to 

bring into existence, to invest with a new form, to produce 

through imaginative skill, to make or bring into existence 

something new.  Common definition from Webster's 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The emergence of a novel, relational product, growing out of the 

uniqueness of the individual.   Carl Rodgers (psychologist and writer)  

 

 

 

 

 

5. The occurrence of a composition which is both new 
and valuable.  Henry Miller ( writer) 

 

 

 

 

 

6. The ability to make new combinations of social worth.  John 
Haefele (CEO and entrepreneur) 
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7. A special class of problem solving characterized by 

novelty.  Newell, Simon, & Shaw (team of logic 

theorists) 

 

 

 

 

8. Any thinking process in which original patterns are formed and 

expressed.  H. H. Fox (scientist) 

 

 

 

 

9. Fluency , flexibility, originality, and sometimes elaboration.  E. Paul Torrance 

(educator, academic, creativity investigator) 

 

 

 

 

10. Creativity is the process of bringing something new into being... Rollo 
May (writer, philosopher) – 

 
 
 
 

11.Creative thinking involves imagining familiar things in a new 

light, digging below the surface to find previously undetected 

patterns, and finding connections among unrelated 

phenomena.   Roger von Oech – 

 

 

 

 
12. the ability to use different modes of 
thought to generate new and dynamic ideas and 

solutions   Carnevale, Gainer, Meltzer -  ... 
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The essence of Creativity 

Original 

New 

Unique 

Novelty 

Different 

 

 

 

 

 

Skill 

Imagination 

Thinking 

 

 

 

 

 

Relational 

Valuable 

Social worth 
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SOME SACRED RULES FOR FOSTERING 

CREATIVITY: 

1. Often creativity flourishes in places of safety and acceptance, and is born 
in an atmosphere of generosity, support, and nurturance. 

2. Creativity grows among friends and celebrations, and withers among 
enemies and confrontations. 

3. Creative ideas are often fragile -- like children creative ideas and people 
deserve protection. 

4. Creative successes are often preceded by failures -- for explorations, 
musings, daydreams, flights of fancy, trial and error are the natural 
companions of creativity. 

5. Creating is a distinctly human trait. Exploring and fulfilling one's 
creative spirit is a sacred trust -- a potential given not just to selected 
individuals, but to all humans. 

6. Violating someone else's creativity is an assault on the very essence of 
another's inner being. 

7. Feedback on creative ideas and products should be supportive, and 
should build on strengths, never concentrate solely on weaknesses. 

8. Often born from internal or external chaos, dissonance, strife, or 
disequilibrium, creative production can be a way of creating order, dealing 
with anger or grief, or solving problems as individuals seek to regain 
balance.  

9. Being creative can be exhilarating, even addictive, and the creative spirit 
can be wonderfully contagious. 

10. If one wishes to observe, appreciate and encourage creativity in oneself 
and others, one must learn to be quiet and still, to listen, and to watch, and 
see with the heart as well as the eyes. 

Leslie Owen Wilson 1997, 2004. 
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Creative Exercise 

The first thing we read about God is his work of creation.  It is part of God’s nature to create. 

We are created in his image.  Although marred by sin, we still have the ability to reflect 

God’s image. 

In summary creativity is a skill that produces something new and of value. 

In light of the above: 

1. Present the Easter story using…a hammer, long nails, some sheets of paper, a bottle of 

tomato sauce, a block of wood and some texta colours. 

 

2. Prepare a game demonstrating the value of honesty…you can use anything you can find 

at the camp site to support you. 

 

3. Identify a problem you are currently experiencing at Cadets…write it down and swap 

your problem with another group.  Brainstorm a creative solution for the problem you 

received.  Start with a free flow of ideas, then move into evaluation followed by selection 

of the best solution. 


