
 

The Tabernacle  

Exodus 35:10-40:38  

 

 To recognise that God is the greatest artist 

 To  learn  different techniques associated with 

Tie dying 

 Learn about dye in Bible times 



The Tabernacle Exodus 35:10-40:38  

Exodus chapters 35-39 record for us the making of the tabernacle. The word 

tabernacle is a fancy word for tent. God told Moses to build this tent in a very 

special way. It was to be the place where God would dwell or live among His 

people. God wanted to dwell among His people--He loves to be with us. The 

tabernacle would be the center for worship for the nation of Israel.  

In chapter 40, we see the final preparations of the tabernacle; and we see the 

glory of the Lord filling His house. God gave very specific instructions to Moses on 

what His house should be like. Much of the tabernacle is a type (a picture or 

example) of our Lord Jesus Christ and His work on our behalf. The tabernacle was 

an oblong structure about 14meters long and 4.5meters wide and high (about 

the size of a very small house).  

It was made out of wood, covered with gold, and put together with sockets of 

silver and brass. It was covered with three layers of animal skins. Inside, it had very 

costly curtains adorned with different beautiful symbols that had a lot of spiritual 

meaning. The outside of the tabernacle was made out of rough badgers' skins to 

protect it from bad weather. The Tabernacle itself was divided into two unequal 

chambers by large and thick curtains called the veil. The Holy of Holies was in the 

inner chamber and held the Ark of the Covenant.  

The other chamber, which was twice as large, was called the Holy Place. 

Surrounding the Tabernacle was another court, with an opening on the eastern 

side called the gate. Outside the gate was the camp of Israel, forming a square 

around the Tabernacle, three tribes on each side. This was a simple structure, yet 

beautiful.  

Every aspect of it in some 

way teaches us about 

Jesus. Today God does not 

dwell in a tent like He did in 

Moses’ day. Today, when 

we ask Jesus to come into 

our lives, He comes to live 

inside of our heart. How 

wonderful to think about! 

The Bible refers to the 

physical body of a Christian 

as being like a tent (2 

Corinthians 5) with the Spirit 

of God dwelling inside. God 

dwells inside each of His 

children.  

 



EX OD US 36:8 T hen all the gifted artisans among them who worked on the 

tabernacle made ten curtains woven of fine linen thread, and blue and 

purple and scarlet yarn; with artistic designs of cherubim they made them .  

God chose and called “gifted” artisans to work on the tabernacle. God 

desires to use us for His glory. He will “gift” us (enable us) to do whatever He 

has called us to do. Notice how particular God was in His instructions, right 

down to the colours and the type of thread that they were supposed to use. 

The colours were important because each color represented something 

about the nature of the Lord.  

Blue usually represents heaven in scripture; as one would enter into the 

tabernacle, one would think of the dwelling place of God.  

Next, one would see purple, a picture of the royalty of God.  

Then, scarlet, the color of blood representing the suffering of Jesus as He 

shed His blood for our sins.  

white represented His purity and holiness. 

Did you know that people had been using dye to colour clothing and 

other items right back to bible days? 

Can you guess what people used to make these colours 

Draw a line to what you think makes each colour 

 

Pomegranate skins 

and Almond leaves 

 

 

Madder Root & 

Kermes Insect 

 

 

Sea snails 

 

 

Indigo Flowers 

 



When Tie Dying it is important to think about what colours you use together, 

where two colours meet they will blend together to make another colour.  

Have a go at mixing some colours yourself! 



 



These dyes are made by boiling fruits, 

vegetables, spices or plants in water. 

Then soaking your item in the hot dye 

water. 

 

 These dyes can be set by soaking the 

item in a salt solution before dying.  

 

Once dry, either ironing them or placing 

them in the dryer for 30mins will also 

help to set the dye. 

 

Naturally dyed items are best hand 

washed separately. 



 

Hot dyes can be used to 

change the colour of fabric. 

Dyes are mixed with hot water 

according to the directions on 

the package. Items are then 

soaked in the solution to 

transfer the colour. Patterns 

can be made by tying rubber 

bands around fabric before 

soaking. 

Reverse tie Dye can also be 

achieved by using a coloured item 

and using bleach to removed the 

colour. 

 

Another thing to try is drawing with a 
sharpie, spraying with rubbing alcohol and 

allowing it to dry. 







1. Have you chosen your T-shirt or item to 

Tie dye? 

2. What design are you going to try 

_________________________________________ 

3. What colours do you plan to use? 

_________________________________________ 

4. Wash your item, and rinse well 

5. Take your item out of the water and 

squeeze out excess water 

6. STOP are you wearing your apron and 

gloves? 

7. Following the instructions for your chosen 

design 

8. Ask for help if you need it. 





 


















